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Tending the Master’s 

Vineyard 

ST.  MARY & ST . BONIFACE CATHOLIC CHURCHES  

The third oldest of seven                 
children (four boys and three 

girls), Fr. Dan was born in Cleve-

land, Ohio on June 17, 1956, to the 

late William and Margaret Hunt of 

Parma.   

He attended Our Lady of Peace and Our Lady of Angels Grade Schools 
in Cleveland, St. Edward High School in Lakewood, Ohio, and earned a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Cincinnati.  He attended 

Mount St. Mary’s of the West Seminary in Cincinnati and earned a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree in 2012.  Deacon Hunt interned at Guardian Angels 

Parish in Mt. Washington.  At the age of 56, Fr. Hunt was ordained to the 

priesthood for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati on May 19, 2012.  He celebrated one of his first Masses 

where he had interned and celebrated another Mass of Thanksgiving at Holy Cross-Immaculate     

Parish in Mt. Adams. 

Fr. Hunt served his first assignment as the Parochial Vicar (assistant) at the Petersburg Parishes, 
which includes Immaculate Conception (Botkins), St. John the Evangelist (Fryburg), St. Joseph 

(Wapakoneta), and St. Lawrence (Rhine) from 2012-2016.  

He then served as the Parochial Vicar for the Bridgetown Pastoral Region of St. Jude the Apostle and 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga parishes (Cincinnati). Just prior to coming to our Piqua parishes, he has been 

the Parochial Vicar for the Champaign County Parish Region.  His assignment here will be his first 

pastorate.   

In his leisure time Fr. Hunt likes to work out at the gym, golf, bowl, and fish.  His father taught him 

how to be a craftsman, and he built cabinets for many years.  

An uncle that was a priest, inspired him to pursue the priesthood. 

Fr. Hunt’s  favorite saint is St. Thomas More, and one of his many favorite 

Scripture passages is from the Gospel of John.   

Jesus says, “Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that 

endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.  For 

on him the Father, God, has set his seal.” (John 6:27) 

The Reason For The Season  

A Warm Welcome To                                    
Fr. Dan Hunt 

Inside this issue: 

Parish Activities 2-5 

School News 6-7 

Dollars for Our Schol- 8 

Parish Notes 9 

Religious Education 10 

Pursues Holy Hobby 11 

Celebration Continues 12 

Twinning Update 13-15 

Faith In Action 16 

Vacation Bible School 17 

Parish Dates 18 



  

VOLUME X; ISSUE 2 

PAGE 2  

St. Mary Altar Society  

St. Mary Altar Society was in charge of a very successful Cake Booth at the Parish Festival 

this year.  Special thanks to all the wonderful bakers who donated their goodies.  We could 

not have done it without you!  We will not be meeting over the summer, but our regular 

monthly meetings will reconvene in September.  Watch the bulletin for further details.  

St. Boniface/St. Mary Adult Faith Formation Commission  

Nature Retreat: On Saturday, September 8, a walking retreat will be held at the Hollow Park from 
10:00am to noon. Babysitting will be provided by the Confirmation youth at the Caserta Center.  Watch for a 

flyer in the church bulletin.  

Faith Offering: Beginning in September for seven weeks, parishioners will participate in a study group 

using the DVD David the King from Bishop Robert Barron’s “Word on Fire.” Bishop Barron says, “David is 
the paradigmatic king in the Old Testament. His kingship recalls that of Adam in the Garden of Eden, and 

yet it points toward the King par excellence, Jesus Christ.” In David the King, Bishop Barron helps us to 

understand this pivotal figure in light of the first king and the King of kings. Two sessions, an afternoon and 

an evening, will be offered at the Downing St. Campus. 

Christ Renews His Parish: Women and men of Team Five are now in formation for the 

next CRHP retreats to be held at the Downing St. Campus at no cost to participants. This is a 

great opportunity to deepen your faith and get to know fellow parishioners.  The women’s  

retreat will be November 10-11, 2018.  The men’s retreat will be January 26-27, 2019.  For 
questions contact Cathy Oda (773-7098), Patty Murphy (418-0450) or Cindy Zimmerman 

(541-9533) for the women’s and Dana Decknadel (214-0681) or Dan Stewart (916-4001) for 

the men’s. 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both St. Boniface and St. Mary            
parishes: Ann Koehl, Barb Kohl (chairperson), Jim Niswonger, Cathy Oda, Tim Pawlaczyk, Nancy Peltier, 

Geri Ryan, Gloria Stonerock, Chuck Tyler, Julie Tyler, Bill Watercutter, Noreen Wendeln, Diane Mengos 

and Fr. Hunt.   Anyone interested in being a part of this commission is welcome. Questions concerning any 

of our activities, please contact Barb Kohl (773-9205 or bkohl@woh.rr.com). 

Welcome to CRHP 

The next Welcome (formerly known as Christ Renews 

His Parish, or “CRHP”) team has begun meeting for the 

next men’s weekend to be held on January 26-27, 2019. 

Welcome is a new format that is “an experience that 
helps you discover what’s missing in your life and what 

to do about it”. Most people want to work this out, but 

they have no idea how, or even where to start.  If you 
don’t feel like you are living up to your full potential, 

maybe the “Welcome” weekend is for you. Save the 

date and consider joining in this potentially life                  

changing event. 

Parish Activities 

Lenten Raffle Winners—Congrats! 

 $500—Margaret Coby 

 $200—Mark Merrifield                        

 $100—Rita DeBrosse                                

 $50 — Dick Brandewie,                               

 

 

 

Betty Elliott, Paul Gutmann,                                  

Beverly Harvey, H.J. Holtgreven,                         

Christine Schmidt, Rosie Scott 



St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee 

At our meeting on June 4, 2018, the Inspiration Booth (held at St. Mary Festival, St. Boniface Oktoberfest, 

and the Mission Rummage Sale) was discussed. At this booth, religious articles that have been donated to us 

are complimentary.  Also, these religious items (which might be a gift from parish members, from deceased 
members' families, or they could be blessed, which means they cannot be sold) are the prizes for a free hourly 

raffle.  At the booth, we do have a free-will donation box to help us support our projects.  Thanks to all the 

volunteers who helped at the St. Mary Festival. 

The 6th annual Rummage Sale, will be held on July 7 & 8.  Proceeds from the rummage 

sale benefit the parishes' missionaries in Chile and Guatemala and our twinning project in 
Dominica. Help will be needed.  Please consider helping in any of the following areas: 

 

 

*Set-Up on  Tuesday, July 3, Thursday, July 5, or Friday, July 6 - Starting at 8am each day 

*Tear Down on Sunday, July 8 - starting at 1pm  

(remaining sale items will be donated to the LHS Music Department for its Garage Sale on July 26-28) 
*Rummage Sale Floor Worker - Helping customers with their purchases 

*Mission Movers:  Pick-up sale items and help move them from Piqua Store N' Lock to the Caserta Activity Center.  

Call Don Stonerock, 773-2400, if you can help with any of the above. 

*Food Stand ( Brenda Karpinski) - Please call her at 541-5730 to offer to make a donation for or work in the food stand 

*Bake Sale (Paul & Rosemary Gutmann) - Please call them at 773-8877 to offer to make baked goods for this booth. 

*St. Clara Ladies’ Boutique:  Donate purses, jewelry, scarves. Contact Bonne Decknadel at 214--9092 for more info. 

 

 

Donations are still being accepted for the 

rummage sale. Anyone wishing to make a 
donation may drop their items off at Piqua 

Store N' Lock, 450 Garbry Road, Monday-

Saturday, 9am-5pm or the Caserta Activities 
Center on Tuesday, July 3, Thursday, July 5 

or Friday, July 6.  To arrange donation pick-

up or for additional information, contact Don. 

If you would like to join the Mission                   

Committee, please come to a meeting. We are looking for new members all the time.  Look  in the bulletin for 

the dates of meetings, usually on Monday evening at 6pm.  
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Parish Activities Continued 

IN RETROSPECT — Thanks to our contributors:  

Adult Faith Formation, Barb Kohl;  Bethany Center, Cathy Large; Charismatic Masses, Dan Stewart                              

Welcome, Dana Decknadel; Dollars for Our Scholars, Ruth Koon;  Faith in Action, Elaine Schweller Snyder                            

Parish Notes/Dates, Theresa, Linda , Judy; Piqua Catholic School, Brad Zimmerman                                                     

Piqua Parishioner Pursues Holy Hobby, Piqua Daily Call; Reflections, Sylvia Piatt                                               

Religious Education, Diane Mengos ; St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm                                                                         

St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee,  Don Stonerock;  St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling 

St. Mary 175th Anniversary, Barb O’Leary; Twinning Update, Bob Hartings 

We’d love to hear from you.  Please submit items for ongoing features or send us ideas and suggestions.                              

Contact us, too, if you would like to help with assembly. 

Renee Hemm (778-1612—rhemm@danhemm.com) or Rose Hemm (778-8642—jnrhemm@yahoo.com).                                                                                                

The deadline for the Fall Issue is September 15.   

Rummage Sale 

2017 

 PLEASE HELP 

THANK YOU 
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Parish Activities Continued 

NEW SERVER S 

Deonte Baker, Brendon Cox, Kaden & 
Ryan Earick, Addyson Ford, Christopher 

Galbreath, Natalie Hemmert, Rebecca & 

Bethany Henry, Ava Jacomet, Gianna 
James, Melanie Karn, Joshua Knapke, 

Evan O’Leary, Lauren Richard, Harley 

Strayer,  

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to chairmen                         

Clark & Bev Brown,                  

Jerry & Judy Peltier,                       

Brad Ulbrich                                       

and to ALL the                     

workers for a very 

successful                  

2018 St. Mary                        

Parish Festival!                     

Coffee and Doughnuts:  Will 

resume in September after the 

9:00am and 11:00am Masses. 

From September through May, 

this event is hosted by various 

parish organizations, coordi-

nated by the AFF, and funded 

by our parishes’ Family Life 

Groups. Anyone wishing to 

host, please contact Barb Kohl 

(773-9205). 

 

No one correctly   

submitted the   exact 

location of this 

“clock” in the Spring 

N e w s l e t t e r .           

So, here’s a clue . . . 

“if you are downtown at the 

Farmer’s Market, just look up.” 

Be the first to submit the exact             

l o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c l o c k 

(jnrhemm@yahoo.com) and win a pizza!  

 

I love these 

— may I 

have 2? 
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Parish Activities Continued 

St. Boniface Family Life 

Easter Egg Hunt:   The annual Easter Egg Hunt/Scramble was 

held after the 11am Mass on Easter Sunday in the Caserta Activity 
Center.  Winning prizes for finding the most eggs were:  Pre-K:  

(1) Delilah Lange,  (2) Christopher Harris, (3) Emma Graham;     

K-3rd Grade:  (1)  Gylian James, (2) Aubree Evans, (3) Anna 
Scherer.  Thanks to Jim Hemm, the emcee, and to Brandyn & Hay-

den Sever, who manned the prize table. Also, thanks to the follow-

ing who helped distribute the “Jelly Bean Baskets” after the Easter 
Masses:  Ann Bradl, Susan Bollinger, Mary Ellen Buechter, Barb 

Caserta, Dana & Bonne Decknadel and daughter, Jackie Gaier, 

Theresa Henderson, Karla Cool, Cathy Large, Doug & Dolores 

Latham, Dr. Luna, Diane Penny, & Juanita Ventura. 

PAGE 5  

Missionary Presentation:  

Sr. Alice Gerdeman, of the Divine Providence Community located in Melbourne, 

Kentucky, will speak at all the Masses on the weekend of July 14 & 15. Her topic 

will be her community’s mission work in Madagascar.  

Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world. Its bulging population,                      

diminishing resources, and economic policies contribute to the island’s poverty 

and steady economic decline.  

The role of the Sisters of Divine Providence is to be a sign of hope to the people 

of Madagascar that a Provident God does care for them and so do they.  

The Mission Commission and Adult Faith Formation will host a carry-in dinner 
after the 5:00pm  Mass for Sr. Alice Gerdeman, in the cafeteria of the North Street  

Campus. 

Please plan to attend and visit with Sister Alice.  
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School News—Piqua Catholic School 

Fr. Angelo Caserta Grant $500 Highest Religion Score-Grade 3 Olivia Hudgel, Benton Verrill 

Fr. Thomas Grilliot Grant $500 Highest Math Score—Grade 4 Payton Meckstroth, Evan O’Leary 

Larry & Loretta Bolte Grant $500 Server Dedication—Grade 5 Aga Polakowski, Kaden Lee 

Kathy Henne Grant $500 Highest Science Score—Grade 6 Daria Lee, Donovan O’Leary 

Joanne Qualters Grant $500 Highest Religion Score—Grade 7 Wyatt Earhart 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship $1000—Grade 8 Colleen O’Leary 

Tom Jordan Scholarship $1000—Grade 8 Alexis Bollinger 

Lehman Alumni Scholarship $750.00—Grade 8 Colleen O’Leary 

Chuck Wagner Scholarship $200—Grade 8 Colleen O’Leary 

Fr. Thomas Bolte Grant $500 Highest Religion Score—Grade 8 Colleen O’Leary, Michael McFarland 

Michelle Peltier-Theado Award $125 Perfect Attendance Luke Crawford, Ethan Cox,             

Jackson Garman, Olivia Sherry 

2018 Scholarship/Tuition Awards:  

Piqua Catholic School and our Preschool, the Center For Early Learning at Piqua        
Catholic, had a wonderful 2017-2018 school year! We stayed committed to following the 

Lord to “Be Leaders of Faith!” as we encourage our students to lead by example in our 

walk with God. We also continue to keep a strong emphasis on academics, training our 

teachers on best practices to provide instruction that meets the needs of all our students. 
There’s always room for improvement, and we are on a mission, with Christ, to be the 

best version of ourselves. 

To recapture the 4th quarter of our 2017-2018 school year, below are several events and/

or experiences we encountered. Also listed, you’ll find our future plans for the 2018-

2019 academic year. 

April was the busiest month during the 4th quarter, filled with new and exciting adventures. Our staff attended 

the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) convention in Cincinnati where we congregated with 
Catholic educators from all over the country to strengthen our skills and share ideas. April also marked the 

inception of the Piqua Catholic School communication app, which has received considerable praise for         

making it easier to communicate with our families. We also held our first annual Monte Carlo Night              

fundraiser at the Caserta Center which was a great turnout, raising nearly $7,300 for our school! What a        
blessing! Thank you to our 30+ sponsors for making this night possible- your support is extraordinary and 

humbling. Lastly in April, our eighth graders received the Sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop Binzer as 

the celebrant, and then we were blessed to be in the Bishop’s presence a few days later as we hosted the 
Northern Area Schools Mass. Seven schools in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati were in attendance in addition 

to the Catholic Schools Office staff members. What a big month! 

May had its fair share of excitement, too, as we kicked it off with the first annual Walkathon led by the           

Cavaliers In Action PTO group. Over $4,500 was raised for this event allowing the school to donate over 

$1,000 of that to our friends from Dominica who visited the school in May. The 9th annual Hair-cut-a-thon, 

May Crowning with Fr. Nathan Cromley, Jr. High Washington D.C. trip, and Preschool and Eighth grade 

graduation were the high points of the month. 

 PCS News Continued on Next Page 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=k7_vMeCBjOYR6M&tbnid=pk4kV4kTOY8zhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.vokamis.ityp&ei=zEqgU_anAcuiyATlgIGICA&psig=AFQ


 

 

 

LHS seniors 

took the     

traditional 

plunge                  

on their last 

day of    

  school.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR 2018 GRADUATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCS News Continued:   

Piqua Catholic also had a few other notable changes including the addition of 16 brand new security cameras 
to upgrade our safety measures inside and outside the facility. We will also be installing an access control  

key fob system on all doors before the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year. Both security upgrades were  

only possible through the generosity of the Miami County Foundation and the Piqua Community Foundation. 

These two foundations have been astoundingly generous to both of our schools, and we thank them for their 

unending support. 

The Ohio Writing Project will be in our building this year to coach and work alongside our educators to           

improve our writing instruction across the curriculum. This aligns with one of our accreditation goals, and is 

something that our teachers feel passionate about. Additionally, we will continue learning and growing in our 
faith as we take religious education courses through VOCARE to better educate our students of Jesus Christ. 

Professional development/training is of top priority here at Piqua Catholic School. We know how valuable 

and important it is for all of our educators to keep growing in their careers to better meet the needs of all of 

our students.  

We will continue our quest for excellence in all areas as we prepare ourselves for the coming school year. We 

thank all of you who value and support Catholic Education, for we know it has positive life-altering effects 
on so many in our world (including me). Please continue your prayers for us and all Catholic schools. We 

will pray for all of you. May God Bless You Always!                    Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

School News—Lehman Catholic High School 
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Center For Early Learning 
We are pleased to announce that Christy Hayes, parishioner at   

St. Mary and teacher’s aide at Piqua Catholic, has accepted the     

Director position of our Preschool, the Center For Early Learning 

at Piqua Catholic. Erin Luring, the current director and                     

Pre-Kindergarten teacher, is stepping down from the director 

duties to focus more of her time on advancing her degree in         

education. We are thrilled to keep Erin as our Pre-Kindergarten 

teacher and thank her for her hard work and leadership as the 

director. 



Proceeds benefit our 
parishes’ missionaries   
in Chile & Guatemala             

& our Twinning Project                          

in Dominica 
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18th Annual Dollars for Our Scholars  

Bethany Center                                 
BBQ Chicken Dinner 

Sunday, August 12 

    Dinner includes:                                        
       1/2 chicken                      
      baked beans                          
       applesauce   
   chips/roll/butter 

$7.00 
Drive-Thru-Pick-Up:                 

11am to 3pm  
339 South Street 

Tickets are Pre-Sale Only and May Be Pur-
chased at the Bethany Center                          

or Parish Offices until August 2nd 

Mission Committee 

**Huge**                      

Rummage Sale 

Saturday, July 7    9am—6:30pm 
Sunday, July 8  7:45am—1:00pm 

Caserta Activity Center 

*Food Stand 

*Baked Goods 

*Complimentary Religious Articles 

St. Clara Ladies’ Boutique 

It is hard to believe that this will be the 18th year for 

the annual Dollars for our Scholars fundraiser for 

Piqua Catholic School.  This year we will have a 
new chairman of the event, Bonne Decknadel.  Bonne is well known for her volunteerism in our        

parishes and she is anticipating another successful event.  Ruth Koon is retiring after 17 years of chairing 

this project, but feels she is leaving this fundraiser in good hands with Bonne as the new leader.  The 
dates for the luncheons are Sept. 12, 19 and 26th.  They will be held at the Miami Valley Centre Mall 

Banquet Room and Mrs. B’s will provide delicious food at each luncheon. 

You will be hearing more about the event in the near future as one of the committee members will be 
contacting former patrons.  We would like to invite you if you have not purchased a ticket in the past to 

join in this fun and friendly event this fall. September 12th will be here before we know it. 

 

Charismatic Mass Celebration 

Join us in the joyful celebration of the special Charismatic Mass on the first Monday of each 
month, beginning at 7:30pm.  This mass gives us the opportunity to "raise our hands and voices 

to the Lord our God".  The music and songs are upbeat and you will feel the presence of the 

Holy Spirit! If you would like, immediately after the mass, you may stay for the special laying 

of hands healing service with Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit entering into those asking for healing.                    
Miracles of healing have taken place for those whom have opened their minds, body, and spirit for special 

healing in these services. Note: This service is open to all persons of any faith in need of healing. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj80rrw2s3UAhWFPiYKHbjzCywQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsinbagold.com%2Fchristian-clipart-free-holy-spirit.html&psig=AFQjCNHRc1SUMWTVp6aTIQ0xK7Y9po7rbA&ust=149809228720
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Baptisms: 

St. B.          William Jason Monnier 
Son of Ronald & Erin (Carter) Monnier (04/29/18)  

Elizabeth Dianna & Anderson David Yant 
Children of Jonathan & Amanda (Hill) Yant (04/29/18)  

Zohan Magno Basilio 
Son of Maverick & Lyka (Magno) Basilio  (05/13/18)  

Lincoln Wayne, Jason Lee, III, Marissa Renee Mumaw 
Children of Jayson & Vanessa (Couchot) Mumaw  (05/19/18)  

Lincoln John Woehrmyer 
Son of Rob & Amy (Poeppelman) Woehrmyer  (05/27/18)  

Ezra Harold Zimmerman 
Son of Benjamin & Julia (Seger) Zimmerman  (06/10/18)  

Kyonna LaChelle & Keivan’ta Jamar Dunbar 
Children of Laura Williams  (06/10/18)  

Nora Louise & Evelyn Grace Wilson 
Daughters of Zachary & Jacquelin (Helm) Wilson  (06/10/18)  

 

St. M.           Joshua Stephen Galbreath 
Son of Patrick & Melissa Galbreath  (05/13/18)  

     Emma Jean Staley 
Daughter of Nicolas & Megan Staley  (05/27/18)  

Deaths:                                
“Our sympathy to the family members of these     

parishioners who have been called to their eternal 

reward.” 

St. B. 

Rose M. Miller (03/27/18) 

Dottie L. Treon (04/13/18) 

Dawn P. Wiersma (04/15/18) 

Maria A. Stricker (04/23/18) 

Dorothy M. “Dottie” Mumaw (05/07/18) 

Edna Hennessey (05/11/18) 

Barbara J. Heitkamp (06/10/18) 

St. M. 

Rita Helen Grob (04/10/18) 

Maxine L. Orr (04/25/18) 

Minnie K. Albano (05/03/18) 

New Members:  “Our parish family welcomes . . .” 

St. M.:  Lori Arthur, Brian & Jessica Green, 

David & Joy Hules, Tyler Kiefer, Darla Liette, 

Thomas & Colleen Miller, Joshua & Holly 

Scherer, Deborah Shepard, William Smith, 

Glynda Swartz, Micah Underwood 

St. B.:  Maverick & Lyka Basilio and Zohan; 

William Caserta, Destine & Arianna Wale, 

Nevaeh Perry; Rose Conard; Glenn & Carol 

Devers; Reginia Duff; Carmen Gephart and 

Cash & Jax; Lauryn Gray; Sheryl  Hartley; 

Victor & Flora Perez and Matthew & Sophia; 

Thomas & Debbie Rezabek; Lori Smith;     

Jonathan & Amanda Yant and Carey, Elizabeth 

& Anderson 

Parish Notes 

First Communion:  (May 6, 2018)  Asa Basye, 

Hannah Burnside, Ava Jacomet, Izabella 

Jacomet, Maddix Jefferis, Finian O’Leary,          

Augustus Richard, Emma Richard, Anna Ray 

Scherer,  Luke Selhorst, Braden Ulbrich, Carey 

Yant 

Confirmation: (April 22, 2018)  Front Row: 

Brennan Forness, Kaitlyn Bachman, Elise 

Cox, Colleen O’Leary, Julia Anderson, 

Karolina   Polakowski, Zane Pratt, Molly 

Greene; Second Row: Colleen Cox, Whitney 

Evans, Nick Phillips, Michael McFarland, 

Andrew Hohlbein, Kamden Davidson, Chris-

tian Clouse, Taylor Cooper; Back Row: Alex 

Jacomet, Kyle Pierre, Brenden Werling 

Weddings:  

St. B.    Michael Davis & Laura Ratermann 

06/02/2018 
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Religious Education & Youth Ministry 

New Ideas for the Fall . . . 
Our parishes are blessed with many wonderful committees that have explored new ministries to 

serve the Lord.  Here are some in the works for the school year ahead: 

1.  A Nature Retreat--For all young adults and those under the age of 50, the Adult Faith Formation commit-

tee would like to offer a morning retreat on Saturday, September 8 (rain date September 29).  Free babysitting 

will be provided at the Caserta Center sponsored by Youth Ministry. This retreat will begin with an awesome 

breakfast at a local restaurant, followed by a walking experience on some BEAUTIFUL nature paths in     

Piqua.  Along the way, four station leaders will  share short stories and new ideas for growing in faith. The 

Nature Retreat will be completed by noon.  Please mark you calendars and spread the word! 

2.  Creative and enjoyable fundraisers are in store to 

help our high school students attend regional mission 

trips and faith conferences. 

3. Nursing Home BINGO--our high school youth can 

lead the games twice per month for this new service 

club.  A supper and faith discussion will take place   

beforehand for growth and friendships.  We hope all 

high school students try out this new endeavor! 

4. Young adults will be contacted for use of the       

Caserta Center gym for sports nights, as well as service 

and worship opportunities.  

We hope to carry on with the excellent 

faith formation programs, service events, 

and fun fellowship of all parish activities 

again this year.   

Summer FUN Photos 



A local man spent nearly two and a half years capturing the 

image of his home church and constructing a miniature version 

of it. 

Charles “Chuck” Coby said that he embarked on creating a 
miniature replica of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in January 

2016, when his wife Margaret, who helped paint the stained 

glass windows in the replica, wanted a Catholic Church to go 

in her ceramic village. 

“It’s a hobby,” Chuck said about creating miniature buildings.  
Chuck finished the church replica, which stands a little over a 

foot tall on display in their home, in May in time for the church 

to celebrate its 175th anniversary.  “I think it’s awesome,” 

Margaret said. 

Chuck and Margaret have been members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church since the 1950s, although there were 

was a 15-year period between 1988 and 2003 when they lived in South Carolina. Chuck is retired from    
Piqua Lumber and from JM Mold in South Carolina, where he worked as a metal polisher. Margaret is     

retired from a beauty shop, Classic Hair Design. She encouraged Chuck to take up a hobby after they retired, 

particularly as something to do in the evenings. “I said, ‘You need to do something with your hands,’” Mar-

garet recalled. 

While still in South Carolina, Chuck took up needlepoint, finishing a piece featuring the Lord’s Supper that 

now hangs in their kitchen of their home in Piqua. Chuck also took up woodworking and is working on 
miniature buildings for a Western village. He also creates carved birds.  “I’m just proud of him,” Margaret 

said. 

Working on the project allowed them and other members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church — including several 
who saw the replica on display at an ice cream social held in Father Tom Bolte’s honor — to take in details 

of the building that they may not have been aware of prior to Chuck creating the replica. 

“It’s about as close to the church as you can get it without making too many mistakes,” Chuck said. “That’s 
probably the most challenging thing I’ve ever undertaken.”  The difficult part for Chuck was getting the  

details laid out and connected correctly. “It had to be just right in relation to every other aspect of the 

church,” he said. 

Chuck said that he planned multiple steps ahead of himself while building the miniature replica to make sure 

he got the proportions and details correct. “I would be doing three or four steps ahead to try to keep every-

thing in comparison with everything 

else.”  Chuck said that accomplishment 
surprised him, as he did not know he 

was capable of the level of artistry that 

he achieved for the project. 

“It looks closer to real than I ever 

thought I could make it,” Chuck said, 

adding, “I never had an inkling in my 

mind that I could do that.” 

A Warm               

Welcome To:                             

Brice Berger                 

& John                  

Gusenmeyer, 

our                  

Summer                  

Seminarians                         
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Piqua Parishioner Pursues Holy Hobby —  Reprinted Piqua Daily Call 
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The Celebration Continues . . . 

1843—2018 

St. Mary Church 

Celebrating 175 Years 

* Opening Mass—January 6 

Celebrant—Archbishop Dennis Schnurr 

Followed By Carry-In Dinner 

* Retreat—May 9 

Fr. Nathan Cromley 

* Fountain  Park                      

Mass  & Dinner                      

August 19 

Please wear the 175th Anniversary                    

T-Shirt.  See the bulletin to order                                      

your memorabilia items.                                   

Many Priests, Sisters, Principals,                       

and Teachers will be invited. 

* Closing Mass—December, 2018 

Celebrant — Bishop Joseph Binzer 

Followed by Dinner/Dance 

Watch the Bulletin for Additional Details 

If anyone wants to join “our 175th Anniversary Dream 

Team,”  please contact Barb O’Leary-Vavroch                              

(my name changes on July 7, 2018), at 773-7315.                                             

God Bless, Barb O’Leary 

St. Mary Parishioner, Zach Cecil,    

pictured at his deacon ordination on 

April 28.  He assisted at the 9am Mass 

on April 29.  Following Mass, a recep-

tion was held for him in the school 

cafeteria.  Zach appreciates everyone’s 

prayers and continues to pray for the 

parishioners of both parishes. Below he 

is pictured with his family. 

Reflections . . .    
Watch, O Lord (St. Augustine) 

Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch,                                   
or weep tonight,  

and give Your angels and saints charge over those who sleep. 

Tend Your sick ones, O Lord Christ. 
Rest Your weary ones. 

Bless Your dying ones. 

Soothe Your suffering ones. 
Pity Your afflicted ones. 

Shield Your joyous ones,  and all for Your love's sake.                                       

Amen.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/angel.php
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
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Our Piqua Catholic parishes of St. Mary and St. Boniface were blessed to have nine 

visitors from Dominica’s St. John St. Lewis Parish with us during the month of May. 

Our visitors were here for a total of 9 days and we, as well as our guests, had a won-

derful, spirit-filled experience! 

Lodging Hosts Guests 

Linda Peltier Cynthia Wenham 

Paul and Jeanie Bates Esther and Linton Morvan 

Ron and Tina Miller Alicia Valeus & Ceez M Paul 

Ron Curtis Lewis Valerie 

Joe McKinley Peter London 

Doug and Delores Latham Bethude Azille (Coordinator for the 

Team) and Tiwisha Vital 

Twinning Visit 2018 

Dining Hosts:  Fr Bolte/Caserta Family Restaurant, Howard Denman/Knights of Columbus,                                   

Bill Hayes, Benny & Stacy Scott,  Jerry & Becky Voisinet 

The Schedule     

of Events 

One of the requests 

from the first team of 

travelers from Dominica 

that came to Piqua was 

to have a bit more     

r e la xed  sc hedu le .     

During the first visit, we 

kept our visitors in   

motion about every 

waking minute. So, it 

was our intent that           

during this second visit, 

we would try to slow 

things down a bit. Try 

as we may, it still 

seemed like a hectic 

schedule after all was 

said and done! But in 

the end, everyone had a 

great time and that was 

the goal!  This is the 

shortened version of the 

schedule just to give 

you an idea of the week 

for our visitors: 
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Fond Memories from Our Hosts 
—“It was great having them here. Linton thanked me before he left our house and told me that he 

had so much fun. This was his first vacation in 12 years, meaning a week without work, not going 

somewhere.  He was so appreciative. Also, Alicia explained that she had lost her home in the     

hurricane. She said the love and support from this group has been overwhelming.” - Stacy Scott  

—”We will forever be thankful for the beautiful songs of praise to God that we heard every     

morning upon awakening and the joining of hands in prayer each evening before bed. I feel we 

were  blessed with a ten day personal retreat with their presence and have become a little stronger 

in our Faith and closer to Heaven because of their stay in our hearts and our home.”                                                         

  - Ron & Tina Miller 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I know they enjoyed the motorcycle and chief’s car!” — Becky Voisinet 

“The depth of 

their faith is 

amazing! The 

gratitude they 

have after the 

devastation they 

went through is a 

strong testimony 

of their faith! I 

loved their pas-

sion for music and 

singing! We had 

an awesome time 

dancing at the K of C!  And, my grandson, 

Charlie, found a friend in all of our visitors, 

but particularly Cynthia who stayed with 

me!  He gave her pictures he drew almost 

every day!               - Linda Peltier 

“I thought the combined dinner of the various         

committees with our friends was a lot of fun. The 

spontaneous singing and dancing got all of us on 

our feet and moving! The spirit of friendship was 

evident by the laughter and the smiles as we all 

danced around the cafeteria!” - Sister Mary Alice 

Twinning Visit 2018—continued 
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Fond Memories from Our Guests 

Ceez: (Ceez passed along a photo of her at Ron and Tina’s new house on a bull-

dozer.) This was her comment. “Just when we thought the day was 

ended. Work had only just begun. Tired – our hosts are killing us with 

work. Mercyyyy!” 

Cynthia: (With a similar comment from others after many of the events.)  

“Dinner was great, and we had a wonderful time!” 

Father Sharplis: (From Rome, Italy) “How happy I am here just admir-

ing the wonderful time you  are having with the twinning parish. Twin-

ning is a clear testimony of how the church is communion and unity.” 

Esther: “Good morning all. A blessed day to everyone whatever you 

do today, do it with love. Because Jesus is love. I love you guys.” 

Alicia: (the day after dancing at the K of C to DJ Brad Zimmerman) “Had a 

ball of a time last night.” She asks Esther if she can move her feet and 

then comments, “Girl, my knee and heels give me fire this morning.” 

Beth:  “Missionaries are on the final count down in Ohio. God bless 

Ohio. The entire team now knows to respond “IO” to the “OH” chant.” 

Peter: “I pray for God’s blessings on all I love and all the hosts with 

all my heart, and I love for you all to come to Dominica so I can show 

my love!” 

Fr. Elveau: (from Portsmouth, Dominica) “Thanks for 

the great hospitality you’ve shown to my parishion-

ers. Thanks also for the monetary donation for the 

Parish. It will be put into good use.”  

Caesarina:  The opportunity to sing and dance with 

the children and for them utilizing popular songs 

(Set me on Fire, Give me a Thumbs Up, & Soldiers 

of Christ) composed by our very own Parish Priest 

Fr. Elveau Augustine were fun moments. UD is one 

of my dream schools to attend to pursue a degree in 

Theology.” 

Sister Grace: (from Trinidad):“Congrats! You all 

were fantastic. Pictures bringing back a lot of memo-

ries. Bethude moving like a true trini!” 

“Esther and Linton were 

the best house guests 

ever.....they were so appre-

ciative of just every-

thing. Paul and I consider 

them part of our extended 

family.  Linton who is in 

charge of the airport in  

Dominica said his favorite 

was his personal tour of 

The Hartzell Propeller   

facility and their  Airport.  

Esther's was the visit to   

Piqua Catholic School and 

the children.  A sweet little 

second grader told the 

group he was very sorry 

that their Island and homes 

were hit by Hurricane 

Maria.  This was a very 

emotional moment for all.”  

 - Jeanie Jordan-Bates 

Twinning Visit 2018—continued 

Looking Ahead: Our next trip to Dominica will 

probably occur in the early part of 2019. If you are 
interested in getting involved with the Twinning      
program, please contact Bob & Lois Hartings at bhart-
ings@woh.rr.com or 937-214-3757. Please support 
the upcoming Mission Rummage Sale, which is the 
major supporter of our Twinning efforts. 

mailto:bhartings@woh.rr.com
mailto:bhartings@woh.rr.com


VOLUME X; ISSUE 2 PAGE 16  



Vacation Bible School 

“Shipwrecked 

Rescued By Jesus” 
July 16—20, 9am-12:30pm 

Caserta Activity Center 

For Ages 3—5th Grade 

Cost: $25.00/Child (waivable) 

 For Registration Info 

Contact Diane Mengos,  

937-974-7488 

dmengos@piquaparishes.org 

Come Hang Out           

At VBS!!” 
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There was a record number of volunteers for the 

Spring Newsletter Assembly. Many thanks to Karla 

Cool, Rich & Pat Knab, Barb Kohl, Doug & Dolores 

Latham, Dave & Cindy Nelson, Barb O’Leary, Chuck 

& Nancy Peltier, John & Sylvia Piatt, Don & Gloria 

Stonerock, John Vavroch 

Dear Parish Members of St. Boniface,                        
St. Mary, & Fr. Bolte:    

Gloria and I retired three years ago, and we 
couldn’t have found a better way to enjoy life.  
At this time, we would like to say ”thank you” to 
all the many people that gave us gifts of one 
kind or another.  We have been able to do a lot 
more for our church and this makes us happy.  
We have met many members that we didn’t know 
and have gotten to know some better.  Your 
kindness towards us has been exceptionally gra-
cious, and we are happy doing what we do.  We 
came here 49 years ago and have been blessed by 
all of you.  A big THANK YOU again and may 
God Bless All of You.                             
  Don & Gloria Stonerock 

Reflections . . .   
I prayed for you today 

I know it seems you’re all alone 
No one to really care 

With such a heavy burden 
That you alone must bear. 

I may not know just what to say 
Nor exactly what to do 

But may you be assured to know 
I’m praying just for you. 

So even though it seems that 
Many storm clouds fill your day, 

I know the Lord has heard our Prayer, 
And help is on the way. 

Unknown 

Fr. Bolte’s New Address: 
St. Angela Merici & St. Michael Parishes 

130 Stone Alley, Box 279 
Fayetteville, Ohio 45118 

Phone Number:  513-875-5020 



Upcoming Parish Dates (Watch the bulletin for more information.) 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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Bingo 

Every Monday         

& Wednesday          

Evening                                                    

at St. Boniface 

BUY SCRIP 

Our parishes have a 

PRAYER CHAIN 

To receive requests or make  a 

request, please contact 
Gretchen  at 778-0325 or  

groeth@woh.rr.com 

St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:  Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 7am and 11:00am 

Parish Council President:                        

Bill Hogston 

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email:  stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am and 7pm 

Parish Council President:                 

Jim Stammen 

 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Bolte 

Retired Priests:  Rev. Angelo Caserta  

 

St. B. Oktoberfest  

 September 21 & 22 
Volunteers Are Needed 

Call Dave Butt                           

492-1699/541-9291 

“Let’s Work Together!” 

July: 

4: Independence Day 
7-8:  Mission Committee Rummage Sale 
16-20: Vacation Bible School 

August 

2: Happy “65th” Birthday Fr. Bolte 

15: Feast of the Assumption                                      
Holy Day of Obligation 

17-18 Church Fair at Miami Valley Centre 
21:   First Day of School—PCS/LHS 

September 

2:     Coffee Doughnuts 
3:     Labor Day 

7:    Happy “90th” Birthday                  

         Fr. Charles Caserta 
12:  PCS Grandparent Day 

 

 

For RCIA info, contact                  

Deacon Mike Knight                               

at 773-2665 or                               

deaconmknight 
@piquaparishes.org 
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